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1. Background and positioning of chair
The endowed chair Indirect taxes has a network and development function which aims to strengthen cooperation between Erasmus School of Law (ESL), Erasmus School of Economics (ESE) and the activities of the European Fiscal Studies Foundation (EFS) relating to education and multidisciplinary research on taxation in an international and European context. It also focuses on enhancing cooperation with relevant third parties and social stakeholders such as the Dutch tax authorities and the European Commission in order to link research, policy and practice.
EFS is a partnership between the tax departments of Erasmus University Rotterdam’s Schools of Law (ESL) and Economics (ESE). EFS has been a leading education and research institute in international and European taxation for over 25 years. The work of EFS concentrates on the operation of indirect taxes, covering VAT and customs duties, and direct taxes, focusing on individual taxation, corporate taxation and source taxation in an international and/or European context. Besides regularly hosting academic symposia, conferences and lectures, EFS offers a wide range of post-master programmes. All professors in tax law in both faculties are members of the Board of EFS.
The new endowed chair will be based in ESL's Tax Law department. Together with the Fiscal Economic Institute (FEI, the Tax Economics department of ESE), this department is responsible for the curriculum of the fiscal bachelor and master programmes at ESL and ESE and via EFS for three post-master programmes relating to indirect taxation, EU customs law and international taxation. 
The research conducted by the Tax Law department of ESL is integrated in the research programme Fiscal autonomy and its boundaries. In this programme, the central issue concerns which external influences have affected or will affect formal and material tax law and the actual or potential consequences. 
This new chair fits perfectly with the “Where Law meets Business and Economics” profile and offers both EUR and ESL an excellent opportunity to fulfil their mission of providing high standard education and research which have an impact on both policy and legislation and which thus contribute to solutions for the operation of indirect taxes in an international and/or European context.

2. Scientific scope and research

The influence of Union Law on the fiscal autonomy of EU members is a key focus in the research programme Fiscal autonomy and its boundaries. Various publications are devoted to the influence of Union Law on the policy freedom of EU members in shaping their direct tax systems and their ability to reduce double taxation. With the new endowed chair, the research will be expanded to more expressly include indirect taxes, in particular VAT, as is or will be given form in a European context. The new chair is closely aligned to the International and European Customs Law chair at ESL. Customs law and VAT are both considered important components of the ‘indirect taxation’ discipline. 

In terms of revenue, indirect taxes (VAT, Customs, excise duties and environmental taxes) are now a major source of income for the Dutch government. Thus VAT has around a 30% share in the government’s total revenue from taxation. In other EU member states too, VAT has become an increasingly important source of income. One of the factors at play here is an important trend in government finances in many EU members states, namely the shift from direct taxation to indirect taxation, with policy largely focused on reducing taxation on employment and profit and raising indirect taxation on consumption in a general sense and on energy (via energy taxes) for example. Indirect taxes thus form an increasingly important part of the public finances of Member States. 

With regard to indirect taxation and particularly VAT, developments over the past 25 years have been turbulent. Since 1978, VAT had been levied on the basis of a harmonised system. However, the establishment of the internal market in the EU in 1993 intensified harmonisation even further. This harmonisation was essential in order to be able to remove border controls between the member states, which was one of the main objectives of the internal market. 

VAT within the EU faces several major challenges. Firstly, the boundaries of the current system are in sight. The current system is complex and vulnerable to fraud. The European Commission is considering a new system that embraces intra EU cross-border transactions with goods and services (Action Plan on VAT: Towards a Single EU VAT Area). To that end, on 4 October 2017, the Commission submitted a radical proposal whereby in future taxpayers will be required to remit the VAT of the Member state in which the customer is based. Secondly, there is the challenge resulting from the emergence of e-commerce. In that respect, a regulation is required which enables VAT to be imposed on the delivery of goods from non-EU countries to private citizens in the EU in an efficient way. In December 2017, the EU’s Council of Ministers adopted an important proposal to that end. 
The harmonisation of VAT has also generated a stream of case law from the European Court of Justice): in the period between 1980 and 2015 inclusive, there were an estimated 600 judgements relating to VAT. In 2015, for example, the European Court of Justice made a total of 38 judgements and decisions regarding VAT. 

In terms of substance, case law relating to VAT is important for the development of European law and particularly the influence of European law on the fiscal autonomy of the EU member states in a harmonised environment. The doctrine of the direct operation of EU guidelines was first applied in VAT and has had many manifestations over the years in the VAT case law of the European Court of Justice. Because the harmonisation of VAT produces increasing integration of VAT systems of the EU member states, whilst trying to take into account the wish of EU member states to continue pursuing their own policy in some areas (for example reduced VAT tarifs and exemptions), this has generated influential case law from the European Court of Justice. Thus important principles for European law of legal security, the ban on abuse of law and the principle of equality (fiscal neutrality) are regularly addressed in VAT-related cases. VAT therefore plays a leading role within European tax law.

In conclusion, the above shows that increased expertise in the field of indirect taxation is necessary and much needed. The chair thus stimulates the expansion of knowledge and expertise on indirect taxation, which is an important objective of EFS, the Tax Law department and Tax Economics department. 
The endowed chair is responsible for setting up and developing research in the field of indirect taxes, in particular VAT. In addition, the endowed chair embeds this research within the research programme of the Tax Law department and the EFS programme and in the near future possibly also within the research programme of Tax Economics. Clearly, with regard to its substance, the chair is closely aligned to these programmes. 
3. Education 

ESL offers three bachelor programmes: Legal Studies, Criminology and Tax Law. In addition, ESL offers nine master programmes, including tax law, and nine postgraduate masters. The Tax Law department is responsible for providing tax education within ESL. In the courses offered, all the components of material tax law, i.e. Dutch, international and European tax law, are addressed. In the master, at the end of the programme, six capita selecta are then given, i.e.: From sole proprietor to international concern, formal tax law, VAT, EU Customs Law, wage tax and Caribbean tax law. In addition, the department offers a tax minor studying the tax lifespan of a company and gives lectures within the postgraduate programme Business, Corporate and Maritime Law.
Via the EFS colleagues from the Tax Law department of ESL and the Tax Economics department of ESE organise three post-master programmes every year, namely in the field of direct taxation, indirect taxation and EU Customs Law. 
Finally, courses are given in the Executive Master Customs and Supply Chain Compliance at RSM and the department is responsible for the ‘legal pillar’ within this programme. In addition, the department joins up with the Commercial Law department to teach the elective ‘Legal aspects of the supply chain’ in the master Supply Chain Management at RSM.
From the academic year 2018/2019, the Tax Law department plans to introduce a graduate variant in Indirect Taxes in cooperation with the Tax Economics department of ESE within the accreditations of the current masters in Tax Law and Tax Economics.
The new endowed chair will contribute from his/her own subject area to the education programmes from the EFS post-masters, in particular as programme director of the 
post-master programme indirect taxes. 
The chair holder will also contribute to teaching the VAT course in the bachelor Tax Law and the subject Capita VAT in the master Tax Law. Furthermore, the endowed chair will teach in the Tax Economics programmes. Finally, the endowed chair will contribute to courses in the new master variant ‘indirect taxes’.

The chair holder will be expected to make an important contribution to the internationalisation of the education programme currently offered in EFS and the regular Master. It is currently being studied whether the EFS post-master indirect taxes will continue as an English language postgraduate master, as has been the case for the past three years, with the post-master in EU Customs Law.

4. Societal relevance
The chair will make a considerable contribution to the societal role of the EFS and of the departments of Tax Law and Tax Economics. The chair holder can also be seen as a central node in a network of renowned researchers from various disciplines and societal stakeholders. The chair stimulates and initiates research collaborations aimed at obtaining new insights in designing and implementing tax systems in an international and/or European context. This may result in useful suggestions for practice, policy and legislation relating to indirect taxes.

The chair holder participates in the scientific debate in indirect taxes by means of lectures at (international) seminars and congresses and through scientific publications in both national journals (such as Weekblad voor Fiscaal Recht and Maandblad Belastingbeschouwingen) and international journals (such as EC Tax Review and International VAT Monitor). 
5. Management 

Considering the limited size of the chair, the management tasks are appropriate to the nature and scope of the chair. However, the chair holder should be willing and able to participate in the administrative activities of EFS. One of the major tasks is maintaining and strengthening contacts with the Tax Economics Department of ESE and relevant third parties. 

Furthermore the chair holder will play an important role in the development and implementation of the graduation track Indirect Taxes in the Master Tax Law and Master Tax Economics.
Where possible, the professor will participate in department meetings, professors’ meetings at ESL and university high days such as the Dies and the opening of the academic year. 
6. Profile of the candidate

· The candidate should have an excellent academic reputation in the field of tax law, particularly in indirect taxes. This reputation will be apparent from a relevant dissertation, authoritative publications and reports with policy and legislative impact, editorial activities, membership of (supervisory) committees as well as successful supervision of PhD students, grants or other marks of recognition.
· The candidate identifies with the Erasmus School of Law profile and should employ an international approach in further developing research on indirect taxes and the programme currently offered within the EFS and the Master programme of ESL.
· The candidate has extensive experience in lecturing on indirect taxation and VAT, and is able to lecture in English. Should the candidate also be able to teach in Dutch this would be considered an advantage.
· The candidate should have a relevant network of academics and societal stakeholders.
· The candidate should be willing and able to initiate activities to make research results broadly visible, to participate in societal debate and have the capacity to make connections with strategic partners and stakeholders.

· The candidate should be willing and able to participate in the administrative activities of the EFS and stimulate cooperation with relevant disciplines within ESL and ESE.
· The candidate puts high priority on scientific integrity and performs his/her academic work in accordance with the principles of good academic education and research (VSNU, 2014).
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